
26 June 2020

Councillor Nesil Caliskan

London Borough of Enfield

Civic Centre

Silver Street

Enfield EN1 3XA

Dear Councillor Caliskan

MUSEUM AND LOCAL STUDIES LIBRARY AND ARCHIVE

At our meeting on the 15th May we raised our concerns about the future of the Museum and the Local Studies

Library and Archive. You were unable to provide us with any reassurance that a plan existed for these services

when the space occupied on the first floor of the Dugdale Centre is taken over by the Children’s and Youth

Services.

Since the meeting we have heard nothing more and continue to be extremely concerned about the fate of

the Museum and Local Studies. It appears that plans to relocate the services are continuing apace without

full consideration of the consequences of these moves and without any consultation with stakeholders in the

borough.

We are aware that the decision to relocate the Children’s and Youth Service was agreed by Cabinet on 11th

March this year. However, we feel that the decision did not give proper regard to the Council’s own strategy

and planning. The Council’s Heritage Strategy and draft Local Plan, and the Report of the Enfield Town

Study Group, all emphasise the importance of the Museum and the Local Studies Library and Archive in the

Council’s plans for the Borough. We detail this in the Supporting Evidence attached.

Ii is hard to imagine how the ambitious but very worthwhile agenda set out in these documents can be delivered

if the Museum and Local Studies are moved out of the first floor of the Dugdale Centre, unless similar space

with comparable facilities can be provided in a central location. The remaining rooms on the ground floor

of the Dugdale Centre are wholly inadequate for a display of the Museum’s permanent collection. Failure to

provide adequate accommodation could result in a fragmented service across the borough—something which

is particularly relevant when there is only one member of staff in Local Studies and one in the Museum.

Other salient points to consider:

• The museum and archive staff have worked hard to retain their accredited archive and museum status.

We have a real fear that accredited status could be lost if the service is forced to move to inadequate

premises. This would mean they would no longer be eligible for grants from the lottery or other bodies.
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• The Museum of Enfield is the only accredited museum in the borough. It is hard to imagine how the

museum and archive could promote itself and provide a service to users if no home for its permanent

displays has even been identified.

• It is clear that considerable costs have already been incurred by the Council to set up the existing

Museum and Local Studies Library and Archive. The archive store at the Dugdale was purpose built

with reinforced floors to take the specialist custom built roller racking for storing books and documents.

This store also has air conditioning controlled to 16
o
C–18

o
C in line with British Standard BS 5454. The

permanent displays—the Enfield Life Gallery and People and Places Picture Gallery—were created

on the first floor in 2012 with bandit proof glass cases and high quality Abloy locks. Replacing these

facilities and the use of specialist removers for the Museum and Archive will incur considerable further

expense. At a time of extreme pressure on Council finances the Society must ask if this is a wise use

of public money.

Could you please now advise us of the plans for the future of the Local Studies Library and Archive and the

Museum Gallery and what consultation will be offered to stakeholders before any decision is taken.

Yours sincerely,

Colin Pointer Monica Smith mbe

Joint President Joint President

Dave Cockle, Chairman

Approved by

Matthew Saunders mbe Dr Leonard Will

Vice President Vice President
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